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Abstract 

AI-powered search systems that integrate large language models (LLMs) are rapidly re-

shaping how people access news and information, acting as new gatekeepers of the online 

information ecosystem. Yet, little is known about the news citation patterns underlying 

these systems. In this talk, I will present our study of responses from multiple AI search 

systems to generic user queries. We find that news citations are highly concentrated 

among a small set of outlets and display a marked liberal bias, though low-credibility 

sources are rarely cited. To probe the origins of these patterns, we directly audit how LLMs 

evaluate news sources. We show that while LLMs consistently recognize high-credibility 

outlets, they systematically rate left-leaning sources as more credible. These findings high-

light emerging challenges for fairness, diversity, and credibility in AI-mediated search. I con-

clude by discussing implications for societal trust, system design, and governance. 

About the speakers: Dr. Kai-Cheng Yang is an assistant professor in the School of Compu-

ting at Binghamton University. He obtained his Ph.D. in Informatics from Indiana University. 

Before joining Binghamton University, he spent two years as a postdoctoral researcher at 

Northeastern University. His research focuses on creating safe, fair, and trustworthy online 

information platforms by identifying how malicious actors and flawed systems distort in-

formation flow and developing effective countermeasures. His work spans social bots, 

misinformation, and algorithmic biases. Currently, he is exploring how generative AI is be-

ing misused in these contexts and how to harness this technology to protect against these 

threats.  

About the Data Salon: Data Salon is a dynamic venue designed to foster the exchange of 

ideas and the formation of new collaborations. Each gathering includes a brief talk to in-

spire discussion, but the emphasis lies on the social dimension — creating an open and 

welcoming space where scholars, researchers, and practitioners can engage in dialogue, 

discover shared interests, and explore opportunities for collaboration. More than a lecture 

series, Data Salon is a catalyst for community-building and cross-disciplinary connection.  
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